
ALESMAN

Keighley & Craven Campaign for Real Ale produces 3500 copies of 
ALESMAN every four months for lovers of good beer & good pubs.
We cover the Yorkshire area of the Ribble, Greta and Wenning valleys, 
Wharfedale down to Addingham, Worth Valley & Airedale to Sandbeds.
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Good Beer Guide 2026
The 52nd edition of the UK’s best-selling 

beer and pub guide, the Campaign for Real Ale’s 
(CAMRA) Good Beer Guide, is out now.

The Guide, which surveys 4,500 of the best 
pubs across the UK, is the de�initive beer 
drinker’s guide for those seeking the best pints 
of cask beer in the nation’s pubs.  It is the 
complete book for beer lovers and anyone 
wanting to experience the UK’s �inest pubs as 
the Good Beer Guide is independent, with a 
volunteer-led selection process, and listings 
based on evaluation by CAMRA members.  It is 
a collectable annual snapshot of excellence in 
beer and pub culture.

There are 25 pubs in The Keighley and 
Craven CAMRA area in the new guide, including 
the Goat’s Head in Steeton and the 
Yorkshireman in Skipton for the �irst time.  The 
Fleece in Haworth is included for the 40th time 
since the guide was �irst published in 1974.

Others in the Keighley area are the Brown 
Cow and Taylor’s On The Green in Keighley, Bay 
Horse and Dog and Gun in Oxenhope/ Leeming, 
Friendly and Wuthering Heights in Stanbury 
and Counting House, Silsden.

Pubs in the Guide in the town of Skipton 
are the Beer Engine, Cock and Bottle, Narrow 
Boat, Woolly Sheep and Yorkshireman.  In the 
Craven area between Keighley and Skipton are 
Craven Brew Co Tap Room and Gallagher’s Ale 
House in Cross Hills, and the New Inn, 
Cononley.  Further a�ield in Craven are the 
Craven Arms in Appletreewick, Victoria in 
Kirkby Malham, Queens Arms in Litton and Fox 
& Hounds in Starbotton.  Also the Talbot Arms 
in Settle, Station Inn at Ribblehead, Hoggs ‘n’ 
Heifer in Bentham and the Marton Arms, 
Thornton in Lonsdale, near Ingleton.

CAMRA’s national Chairman, Ash Corbett-
Collins, pointed out, in a press release in 
September, that this year’s guide is a testament 
to the remarkable resilience of publicans, 

continuing to achieve excellence and choice for 
consumers despite a backdrop of sky-high tax 
bills.  The Guide is sponsored by Midlands 
Snacks Pork Scratchings, which has stayed true 
to the original recipe and method of cooking 
which has earned them a Great Taste Award, 
and the Guide is endorsed by Cask Marque.  The 
foreword has been penned by comedian and 
beer lover Ed Byrne.  Known for his 
#preshowpints on social media, he posts about 
the beers he samples in various bars and 
breweries around the UK prior to his shows.  

Jenny Baker

THE FLEECE INN
A traditional pub serving homemade food 
on the famous cobbled Main Street of 
Haworth BD22 8DA
Luxury en-suite letting rooms available

01535 642172
Website: fleeceinnhaworth.com E-
mail: info@fleeceinnhaworth.com



THE MAYPOLE INN

REAL ALE PUB
Where a warm welcome awaits everybody!

Homemade Food Served Everyday
Traditional Pub Games, Music Nights, Quiz Nights, Theme Nights! 

Dogs Welcome Only if their Owners are Well-Behaved!
The Maypole, Long Preston, Skipton, North Yorkshire BD23 4PH.  

Tel: 01729 841066    Website: www.maypole.pub

** Advertisers are eligible for a loyalty renewal after taking a year at the full rate
Alesman Subscriptions - 2 years (6 issues) for £7.50 - sent anywhere in the UK. 

Size Max width x height £ Per issue £ Year (3 issues)   £ Year (loyalty) **
1/6 page    61x59 mm  33.60   95.75   90.70
1/4 page    61x91 or 128x43 mm  52.50 149.60 141.75
1/3 page    61x123 or 128x59 mm          65.00 185.25 175.50
1/2 page    61x188 or 128x91 mm          99.75 284.30 269.35
Full page    128x188 mm 189.00 538.65 510.30

ALESMAN ADVERTISING & SUBSCRIPTIONS
Our advertising and subscription details from Summer 2025 are tabled below.  Alesman is printed 3 times 
a year (in March, July & November).  Please consider placing an advert in our magazine. Send copy to:

Fred Baker, 170 Long Lee Terrace, KEIGHLEY, West Yorkshire BD21 4TU
or e-mail: fred_baker50@hotmail.com

The ‘Alesman’ is produced every four 
months for Keighley & Craven branch 
of CAMRA. The views expressed 
within are those of the assorted 
contributors and are, therefore, not 
necessarily those of the editor nor of the 
Campaign for Real Ale.

DEADLINE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS
Please note that the closing date for receipt of articles 
for the Spring ‘Alesman’ is 5th February 2026.
Please send content to Fred Baker, 170 Long Lee 
Terrace, KEIGHLEY, West Yorkshire BD21 4TU
or e-mail to fred_baker50@hotmail.com

Alesman is published by Keighley & Craven branch of the Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA). Editorial team: 
Fred Baker (editor) and David Boyle, with assistance from Jeremy Brooksbank.  Printed by Imprint, Victory 
House, Dalton Lane, Keighley BD21 4JH.  All content © Keighley & Craven branch of CAMRA.





Time for that taste of Taylor’s









Pictured at various dates: The Albert, The Brown Cow, The Burlington,
The Cricketers, The Eastwood Tavern, The Fountain (now the Red Pig),

The Friendly (Percy Vear’s), The Globe, The Masons Arms (later Brewery Arms), 
The Royal Oak, The Vine, The Volunteers.  See front cover for the Boltmakers



A PUB WHERE DREAMS 
CAN COME TRUE?
(Yes, with a lot of effort!)
CAMRA member and Utley resident 
Jane Lee tells us about her new-look local.

I had the pleasure recently of interviewing 
Kendra and Rhys about their �irst 100 days in 
the Roebuck, Utley, from the day they got the 
keys on 1st April. 

Whether April Fool’s Day was a bad 
omen for taking over a pub it’s too soon to 
say but plain sailing it wasn’t.  From April 
Fool’s Day to Good Friday – cleaning, 
cleaning, cleaning and very little sleep.  
Nothing seemed to be going to plan.  Even 
moving in upstairs was a nightmare when 
the van driver cried off at the last minute and 
Rhys (who only passed his test in February) 
had to drive the enormous van himself and 
ask a mate to help with the heavy lifting.  
Then their intended opening day had to be 
delayed when they were let down by a major 
supplier.  And the food offer, planned to 
happen from day one, also had to be delayed 
by a week, which as it turned out wasn’t a 
bad thing because it gave the kitchen team 
time to settle in and do another deep clean 
just to be sure.

So when Good Friday dawned, the 
publicity had been done and with a slight 

feeling of dread they opened the doors to 
paying customers for the �irst time on the 
stroke of midday........ And nobody turned up: 
time ticked on and for an hour or more, not a 
soul.  But then, slowly at �irst, people began 
to come in and the team swung into action. 
Four hand pulled beers, the usual array of 
lagers, wines and spirits and complementary 
nibbles on the bar and by 5pm, when I went 
in, it was heaving and going with a swing: 
good beer, good company and good 
conversation with neighbours and 
customers old and new!  But for Kendra and 
Rhys their hearts were in their mouths for a 
while there!
A LOT OF HARD WORK & A BIT OF LUCK!
I was keen to know what help a new landlady 
and landlord can get, and it’s there if you 
need it, �irstly from the ‘neighbours’.  Local 
businesses have been encouraging and 
informative: if the pub does well, Utley does 
well and all the businesses bene�it. Plus 
there’s lucky happenstance like the 30 odd 
scooters on a run who parked up in the large 
car park one Sunday morning about 
11.30am.  When Rhys saw them he was on 
his own but he opened up and they stayed for 
refreshments and I’m sure, with a welcome 
like that, they’ll stop again.  Just like the pony 
and trap with a family on board I saw 
recently in the car park.

The latest development is the monthly 
Saturday evening band night, and the two 
bands so far, Liam Jarvis then Night Patrol - 
very different vibes - have been much 
enjoyed and they bring in a different 
clientèle.  Well, it’s all learned from Kendra 
and Rhys’s years in the hospitality trade.  
Kendra’s �irst job, as a teenager, was as a 
barmaid in the Roebuck and they were part 
of the management team at Taylor’s On The 
Green and worked at The Brontë in Haworth, 
picking things up along the way.

The food offer is all new as well, with a 
new menu coming up soon now that Rhys 
and Kendra know what the punters like.  It’s 
all fresh, local produce and all cooked on site!  
And it’s table service as well so no waiting at 
the bar.  Just seat yourself and someone will 
do the rest.  A desire to serve good food 
cooked from scratch on the premises is one 
of the driving motives for Rhys and Kendra 
so if you’re looking for something a bit 
different or an old favourite all cooked to 
order, look no further!



POSTSCRIPT: 
The original article by Jane Lee included a 
positive outlook.   Sadly after the paper edition 
of this magazine had been printed Rhys & 
Kendra posted on their Facebook page 
‘TheRoebuck’ on 2nd December , here are some 
extracts:
“Dear friends, regulars and beloved community 
of The Roebuck,
With heavy hearts, we must announce that we 
will no longer be opening our doors, effective 
immediately. This decision pains us more than 
we can express. We tried absolutely everything 
possible to keep The Roebuck alive, late night 
shifts, cost-cutting, new events, tighter budgets, 
but as of November, if you have been keeping an 
eye on the news, you will know that the �inancial 
burden has become the �inal blow. We simply 
cannot continue this way.
“To all of you who have stuck by us from day one: 
thank you. Thank you for choosing our pub to 
spend your days with. Thank you for the 
laughter, the stories, the pints, the late nights, 
the community we built together. Knowing 
there's one less local for you to go to breaks our 
hearts.”
The middle of the Facebook post extended 
thanks to staff, friends, family, bands, DJs, quiz 
hosts, and suppliers, before continuing.
“We hate to say goodbye, but we hope you can 
understand how impossibly dif�icult this decision 
was to make. At the end of the day, we are just 
two people who wanted to make a difference, to 
bring back some rapport between The Roebuck 
and the community, to offer a welcoming and 
social place for those who don't have many, and 
to do what we love most.
“We hope that if and when the next tenants come 
into this place, we've set them on the right foot. 
That they'll �ind something special here, 
something worth continuing.
“Before we go, we want to get serious. 
Unfortunately, our experience is not unique. 
Across the UK, pubs are disappearing at a tragic 
rate. Almost one every single day. We want to 
stress how important it is to keep this industry 
alive.
“If there is one thing we would like everyone to 
take away from this announcement, it is:
USE US OR LOSE US - SUPPORT LOCAL
“And �inally, we would love nothing more than to 
see you all again someday.”  
“Thank you very much, Rhys & Kendra”

Village’s only pub 
gets closer to 
reopening

Photo taken from the locals’ website, 
showing a few of the Punch Bowl’s once 
and future customers!
The Punch Bowl in Burton-in-Lonsdale had 
been welcoming locals and visitors since the 
18th Century but had become the village’s 
only remaining pub out of the one-time eight.

When the proprietors decided to move 
on, local residents, worried that it may 
become delicensed, got it designated as an 
Asset of Community Value with North 
Yorkshire County Council

The pub was put up for sale in February 
2024, and the subsequent consultation 
process revealed overwhelming support to 
bring the pub into community ownership. A 
campaign to raise funds for the purchase was 
successful, and the keys were handed over on 
the 4th of July 2025.

Shortly before Alesman was due to go to 
press (early November), it was announced 
that the Punch Bowl’s manager will be 
Andrew Sedgwick, widely known as Sedge, 
who for 5 years has been co-tenant of the Sun 
Dial in nearby Low Bentham, and that the 
pub should be reopening before Christmas.

David Taylor, company secretary for the 
new owners, commented: “Finding a great 
manager was always going to be one of the 
most important things we do, so we are 
overjoyed to �ind such a great �it; someone 
who is not only experienced and hugely 
likeable but who brings so much local 
knowledge.”



Featured in CAMRA’s Good Beer 
Guide 2026
Cask Marque accredited.
Great tasting food served daily 
from 12 noon to 8pm.

Trip Advisor Certificate of Excellence.  
Live music evenings.  Quiz nights.  Dogs, Children, Rucksacks and muddy 

boots welcome

CAMRA 2019 Joint Pub of the Year



camra.org.uk/membership





Wishbone Brewery 
Bar Dates 2026

Trade Sales? Please get in touch 2A 
Chesham St, Keighley, BD21 4LG 

info@wishbonebrewery.co.uk
Tel. 01535 600412

Saturdays 12.00 �l 7pm

Jan 31st
Feb 28th
Mar 28th
Apr 25th
May 30th
Jun 27th
Jul 25th

Aug 29th (12 �l 8pm) 
Sep 26th
Oct 31st
Nov 28th

Dec 19th (12 �l 8pm)

Food Traders on all dates 
6 Handpulled Beers

4+ Keg Beers
Wines & So�drinks



Every four months the Keighley and Craven 
branch of the Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA) 
presents a pub in its branch area with a Pub Of
The Season (POTS) award. We look for a pub 
which, as well as selling good quality real ales, is 
friendly and welcoming catering for visitors as 
well as supporting people in the local area. The 
pub is chosen by a vote of CAMRA branch 
members and the winner for our Autumn/ 
Winter POTS is Craven Brew Co Tap Room in
Cross Hills. The Tap Room meets the criteria by 
selling good quality beer, brewed at the brewery 
next door, served by friendly welcoming staff.



6 Rotating Cask Ales & 6 Craft Beers

Camra National Pub of 
the Year Finalist 2023

11Consecutive Years 
in the CAMRA GBG

Camra Yorkshire Pub of the 
year 2024 & 2025

The Beer Engine, 1-3 Albert Street, Skipton, N.Yorkshire, BD23 1JD, tel: 07375789498

Likeus
on 

Facebook!Open 7 Days a week 12pm-10pm
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Paul and Staff 
welcome you to the

7 Real Ales, Real Cider 
Family and Dog Friendly 

Quiz Nights
Function Room

Monday - Thursday 4pm-11pm 
Friday - Saturday 12pm-12am 

Sunday 12pm - 11pm

Multi-award winner 
including

Keighley & Craven CAMRA
Pub of the Year 2020 to 2022

Cross Leeds St, BD21 2LQ 
(bottom of West Lane) 
Find us on Facebook

BROWN 
COW

Keighley


